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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Sivaganga 

SIVAGANGA SP Abishek Gupta 
on Saturday warned of  legal ac-
tion against those who deliber-
ately provide false information 
to the police due to personal en-
mity or attempt to falsely impli-
cate others in criminal cases.

The statement came in the 
wake of  a complaint lodged by a 
Thirukallapatti villager, Rajku-
mar, at the SP office on Friday, 
alleging that his enemies had 
provided false information to 
the police that he was selling 

ganja and banned tobacco 
products.

Police said Rajkumar had 
played a role in the closure of  a 
bar in his locality, leading to a 
tussle between him and the 
b a r  ow n e r,  Pe r i ya 
Chokkanathan (27). In 
an alleged attempt to 
implicate Rajkumar, 
Chokkanathan, along 
with Rajapandi (65) and 
a 17-year-old juvenile, 
planted 5 gm of  ganja and 750 
gm of  banned tobacco products 
near his shop, which falls under 
the SV Mangalam police station 

limits. They then alerted the 
PEW police about the alleged il-
legal sale of  the products. The 
police team rushed to the spot, 
seized the items and inquired 

with Rajkumar. However, 
Rajkumar maintained 
that he was unaware of  
the products and said 
he had CCTV footage to 
prove his innocence.

H e  s u b s e q u e n t l y 
lodged a complaint with 

SP Abishek Gupta on Friday, 
raising suspicions over the tim-
ing of  the PEW police’s arrival 
and other aspects of  the seizure 

incident. However, police later 
clarified that no role of  the PEW 
personnel had been established 
i n  t h e  p l a n t i n g  o f  t h e 
contraband.

Apart from Chokkanathan 
and Rajapandi, police also ar-
rested the alleged suppliers, 
Sundar (19) and Jayamoorthy 
(65). While Sundar allegedly 
supplied the ganja, Jayamoor-
thy allegedly supplied the 
banned tobacco products.

The fifth accused, the juve-
nile, was produced before the 
Juvenile Justice Board and sent 
to an Observation Home.

Two elderly men killed in 
separate accidents in Pudukai

Panel headed by CM to monitor 
laptops scheme implementation

PUDUKKOTTAI: Two elderly 
men were killed in separate 
road accidents in Pudukkottai 
on Friday, while another per-
son sustained injuries in one of  
the accidents. According to po-
lice, M Ramasamy (58) of  Nath-
ampannai in Thirugokarnam 
was killed after a mini-bus 
rammed the two-wheeler on 
which he was riding as a pillion 
rider near Vasantham petrol 

bunk at Kattiyavayal. The bike, 
ridden by T Murugan (64), was 
proceeding from Melur towards 
Pudukkottai when the mini-bus 
allegedly hit it from behind. Ra-
masamy died on the way to hos-
pital, while Murugan sustained 
injuries and was admitted to 
Pudukkottai Medical College 
Hospital. Neither of  them was 
wearing a helmet. 
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A high-level steering committee 
headed by CM Vijay will monitor 
the implementation of  the scheme. 
Electronics Corporation of  Tamil 
Nadu Limited has been given ad-
ministrative approval to procure 
the laptops, with quality-control 
measures in place.

Welcoming the move, S Santhosh 
Kumar, a first-year industrial bio-

technology student, said having a 
laptop from the beginning of  col-
lege would help students access on-
line study materials and attend 
skill-development courses. “This 
will be particularly helpful as many 
of  us cannot afford to buy a laptop. 
We can use it throughout our course 
for various academic activities. It 
has become almost impossible to 
complete college work without a 
laptop nowadays,” he said.

Rain, winds keep 
Chennai AQI 
under check

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

INITIALLY, the family 
thought she was doing it 
for fun, but soon realised 
that she was serious. 
 She had been using her 
elder sister’s phone until 
then and wanted one of  
her own. When the family’s 
attempts to persuade her 
failed, they alerted the 
police.

Police personnel, includ-
ing DSP (Sivakasi) Anilku-
mar, rushed to the spot and 
tried to convince her to re-
lease the child. However, 
she remained adamant 
about getting the phone. 
Police sources said she was 
determined to own a mo-
bile phone so she could 
speak to her friend.

By then, it was around 
10.30 pm, and mobile phone 
shops in the locality had 
closed. A team comprising 
family members and police 
personnel travelled around 
15 km to Sivakasi and 
checked three to four large 
mobile phone outlets be-
fore managing to get a 
closed shop opened. The 
police personnel explained 
the situation to the shop-
keeper and assured him 
that they would return the 
mobile phone. The handset 
was then taken to the house 
and handed over to the girl. 
The standoff  finally ended 
around 2 am on Friday. Dr 
S John Xavier Sugadev, 
Professor and Head of  the 
Department of  Psychiatry, 
Madurai Medical College, 
said the influence of  social 
media might have prompt-
ed the girl to resort to such 
threatening behaviour to 
get what she wanted. 

CHENNAI: Rainfall and favour-
able wind conditions helped 
keep air pollution under check 
in Chennai on Saturday, a day 
ahead of  Deepavali, with the 
city recording a satisfactory 
Air Quality Index (AQI) of  72 at 
6.30 pm. Data from the city-lev-
el AQI dashboard showed that 
pollution levels remained with-
in the satisfactory category, 
with minor breathing discom-
fort possible among sensitive 
people. Of  the nine monitoring 
stations in the city, seven were 
active, recording AQI levels 
ranging from 54 at Perungudi 
to 92 in Velachery residential 
area.

Arumbakkam recorded an 
AQI of  82, while Kodungaiyur 
registered 71. Manali Village 
recorded 60 and the Manali sta-
tion operated by the Central 
Pollution Control Board re-
corded 79. Royapuram regis-
tered 64. The relatively favour-
able air quality came amid 
widespread rainfall across TN 
and intermittent showers in 
Chennai. According to the 
RMC, rainfall occurred at many 
places across TN in the last 24 
hours ending 8.30 am on Satur-
day. Chennai’s rainfall stations 
recorded up to 5 cm at Valasara-
vakkam, Kathivakkam, Manali 
New Town and Ennore, while 
several other locations received 
moderate rainfall.  ENS

NO DAMPENER 
Huge crowd throngs the busy Nathji  Market street in Vellore for Deepavali  shopping, 

braving the downpour on Saturday |  S DINESH

A 28-year-old man died after coming 
into contact with an illegal electric fence 
set up to ward off wild boar near 
Kaveripattinam in Dharmapuri

28-YR-OLD MAN  
ELECTROCUTED

SUNDAY08�11�2026

Applicants flag TNPDCL’s 
demand for physical docus 
despite applying online
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madurai

APPLICANTS seeking new 
electricity service connections 
in Madurai have expressed dis-
satisfaction over TNPDCL staff  
allegedly continuing to seek 
physical copies of  documents 
even after applications are sub-
mitted online.

Speaking to TNIE, social activ-
ist N G Mohan said many appli-
cants were forced to submit docu-
ments at their local EB offices 
after filing online applica-
tions for new service 
connections.

“The primary pur-
pose of  the online ap-
plication system is to 
avoid unnecessary docu-
mentation and other has-
sles while availing new connec-
tions from TNPDCL. After 
filling out the forms on the 
TNPDCL website, customers 
upload documents such as plan 
approval, revenue receipt, and 
address proof. However, after 
submission, staff  from the re-
spective EB office call appli-
cants and ask them to visit the 
office with physical copies of  
the documents, including a 
printed copy of  the application 

form. If  that is the case, why 
should applicants apply on-
line?” he asked.

TNEB Retired Employees 
Union deputy secretary V 
Pichairajan said the online ap-
plication system for new Low
Tension (LT) electricity serv-
ice connections was intro-
duced in 2016. 

“This is a clean and trans-
parent procedure initiated by 
TNPDCL. However, even after 

six years, local Assistant 
Engineers and Foremen 

can be found asking for 
physical copies,” he 
said. A senior TNPDCL 
official in Madurai said 
customers and new ap-

plicants should not be 
compelled to submit physi-

cal copies of  documents at local
TNPDCL offices.

“TNPDCL headquarters in 
Chennai will issue a detailed cir-
cular on the matter after receiv-
ing complaints from applicants 
seeking new service connec-
tions. Consumers can also di-
rectly file complaints, and ap-
propriate action will be taken 
against the local Assistant Engi-
neer and other subordinate staff  
concerned,” the official said.

Pocso case: Cops record statement of another girl
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

THE Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) probing the eight 
POCSO cases against granite 
baron R Veeramani (84) record-
ed the statement of  another mi-
nor girl who alleged that she 
too was sexually harassed by 
him. 
 Meanwhile, the SIT has also 
seized a white Toyota Camry al-
legedly used by the accused and 
his accomplice in connection 
with the offences. The police 
also said that chargesheets in 
two of  the cases are expected to 
be filed before the court in the 
coming week.

In a statement issued on Sat-
urday, the police said the latest 
complaint comes from a girl 
who was earlier a witness in 
one of  the POCSO cases. She 
subsequently came 
forward with allega-
t i o n s  a g a i n s t 
Veeramani.

Arrested first on 
August 29, 2026, in the 
first case, which was 
registered last Octo-
ber, Veeramani has 
been formally arrest-
ed in all eight cases. His associ-
ates Shanthi, her husband Ma-
hendrasimhan, Lazar and 
Ganesan have been arrested in 
three, two, five and two cases, 

respectively. The other accused 
Srinivasan, Sakthivel, Babu 
and Parthiban have been ar-
rested in one case each. All the 
accused are lodged at Puzhal 

Central Prison.
According to the po-

lice, Lazar, Babu and 
Parthiban, who had 
worked as Veeramani’s 
drivers for several years, 
allegedly ferried the mi-
nor girls to his premises. 
Ganesan and Sakthivel, 
former employees, alleg-

edly knew about the offences 
but failed to infor m the 
authorities. 

Srinivasan, the last accused 
to be arrested, was employed as 

a security guard at Veerama-
ni’s premises.

Recently, Lazar was taken 
into one-day police custody and 
interrogated. Based on the in-
formation obtained during 
questioning, the SIT identified 
and seized a white Toyota Cam-
ry allegedly used in connection 
with the offences.

In one case, the POCSO spe-
cial court directed the Tamil 
Nadu government to provide ̀ 2 
lakh as compensation to the 
victim. 

The police are working to 
complete the investigation and 
file chargesheets in the remain-
ing cases in the coming weeks, 
the statement added.

R VeeramaniE X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

A 46-year-old project manager 
with a private IT firm was ar-
rested on charges of  attempting 
to snatch a gold chain from a 
24-year-old woman after spray-
ing pepper spray on her face at 
the  Tambaram Sanatorium pe-
destrian foot overbridge. Police 
said debts from online trading 
losses allegedly drove him to 
commit the offence. The victim, 
Bhuvaneswari, who works at a 
financial firm in Tambaram, 
was returning home after work 
when she stopped at the foot 
overbridge to distribute 
sweets to destitute eld-
erly people seated 
there. Police said 
the accused, Kup-
pusamy of  Pam-
mal, approached 
her, sprayed 
pepper spray 
on her face and 
tried to snatch 
her gold 
chain. Bhu-

vaneswari raised an alarm, fol-
lowing which passersby caught 
him, assaulted him and handed 
him over to Tambaram police.

During investigation, police 
found that Kuppusamy, a BCom 
graduate, worked as a project 
manager with a private IT com-
pany on OMR. He had allegedly 
suffered heavy losses in online 
trading and accumulated debts. 
He had sold his house in Pammal 
for around `60 lakh to repay 
loans but continued to face fi-
nancial liabilities. Police said he 
worked at an MNC and earned 
around a lakh per month. How-

ever, he lost everything in the 
stock market. With 

mounting debts 
and pressure to re-
pay them within a 

few days, he got in-
volved in the offence. Police 

said he allegedly 
decided to steal 
jewellery to raise 

money to clear his 
debts. He was re-

manded in judi-
cial custody.

46-yr-old techie 
held while trying 
to snatch chain
Debts from online trading losses drove accused 
earning ` 1L per month to commit offence: Police

REEL INFLUENCE

Cops travelled 
for 15 km to 
buy phone

SP warns of action against those filing false plaints

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL), ODISHA
NIRMAN SOUDHA, KESHARI NAGAR, 
UNIT- V, BHUBANESWAR — 751 001

1st corrigendum to Bid Iden�fica�on No.-CE-BRIDGES - 18/ 2026 - 27

34001/1133/2627:  The following changes are made to the Invita-
�on for the work at SI No.01 “Improvement such as widening and 
strengthening of Dhenkanal Tarava road from 0.0 to 7.751km in the 
District of Dhenkanal for the year 2026-27” vide Bid Iden�fica�on 
No. CE-BRIDGES - 18/ 2026 - 27.

�   The bid documents will be available in the website www.tender-
sodisha.gov.in from 10.00 A.M of Dt.07.11.2026 to 05.00 P.M of 
Dt.26.11.2026 for online bidding.

�   The Last date of submission of tender is extended upto 5.00 PM 
of Dt.26.11.2026.

���The Bids received on line shall be opened at 11.30 AM on 
Dt.27.11.2026.

 All other terms and condi�ons remain unchanged

Sd/- Chief Engineer, Bridges-I
Odisha, BhubaneswarOIPR-34001/34174/1/26-27/0041


